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Recent decades have seen a flourishing interest in and speculation about the
origins of photography. Spurred by rediscoveries of ‘first’ photographs and
proclamations of photography’s death in the digital age, scholars have been
rethinking who and what invented the medium.

Photography and Its Origins reflects on this interest in photography’s beginnings
by reframing it in critical and specifically historiographical terms. How and why
do we write about the origins of the medium? Whom or what do we rely on to
construct those narratives? What’s at stake in choosing to tell stories of
photography’s genesis in one way or another? And what kind of work can those
stories do?

Edited by Tanya Sheehan and Andrés Mario Zervigón, this collection of 16
original essays, illustrated with 32 colour images, showcases prominent and
emerging voices in the field of photography studies. Their research cuts across
disciplines and methodologies, shedding new light on old questions about
histories and their writing.

Photography and Its Origins will serve as a valuable resource for students and
scholars in art history, visual and media studies, and the history of science and
technology.
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Recent decades have seen a flourishing interest in and speculation about the origins of photography. Spurred
by rediscoveries of ‘first’ photographs and proclamations of photography’s death in the digital age, scholars
have been rethinking who and what invented the medium.

Photography and Its Origins reflects on this interest in photography’s beginnings by reframing it in critical
and specifically historiographical terms. How and why do we write about the origins of the medium? Whom
or what do we rely on to construct those narratives? What’s at stake in choosing to tell stories of
photography’s genesis in one way or another? And what kind of work can those stories do?

Edited by Tanya Sheehan and Andrés Mario Zervigón, this collection of 16 original essays, illustrated with
32 colour images, showcases prominent and emerging voices in the field of photography studies. Their
research cuts across disciplines and methodologies, shedding new light on old questions about histories and
their writing.

Photography and Its Origins will serve as a valuable resource for students and scholars in art history, visual
and media studies, and the history of science and technology.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This much-needed volume is a triumph in more ways than one. Rather than merely revisiting well known
origin stories and protagonists, the volume takes a critical approach to the theme itself by asking why origins
matter to us. It also makes a larger point; by addressing photography's origins beyond the Western canon it
finally brings places and people into the centre of research that have hitherto been neglected."

Mirjam Brusius, Mellon Post-doctoral Fellow in the History of Photography, University of Oxford

"This collection of essays significantly advances our understanding of the prehistory and origins of
photography. Expanding the intellectual and geographic boundaries has allowed new narratives to emerge
and challenge the traditional chronicles that have previously dominated the field. An important contribution
and persuasive testimony to the emerging interdisciplinary nature of photographic history. "

Roger Taylor, Emeritus Professor of Photographic History, De Montfort University, Leicester

About the Author
Tanya Sheehan is Associate Professor in the Art Department at Colby College.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marilyn Apperson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Photography and Its Origins. Try to make the book Photography and Its
Origins as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you sense alone and beside associated with
course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we should make new experience in addition
to knowledge with this book.

Andrew Waite:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book titled Photography and Its
Origins? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with
the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have different
opinion?



Francis King:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually Photography and Its Origins why because the amazing cover that
make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic
as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Delmar Stingley:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Photography and Its Origins can make you really feel more interested to read.
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