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Accompanying Columbus on his second voyage to the New World in 1494 was a
young Spanish friar named Ramón Pané. The friar’s assignment was to live
among the “Indians” whom Columbus had “discovered” on the island of
Hispaniola (today the island shared by Haiti and the Dominican Republic), to
learn their language, and to write a record of their lives and beliefs. While the
culture of these indigenous people—who came to be known as the Taíno—is
now extinct, the written record completed by Pané around 1498 has survived.
This volume makes Pané’s landmark Account—the first book written in a
European language on American soil—available in an annotated English edition.

Edited by the noted Hispanist José Juan Arrom, Pané’s report is the only
surviving direct source of information about the myths, ceremonies, and lives of
the New World inhabitants whom Columbus first encountered. The friar’s text
contains many linguistic and cultural observations, including descriptions of the
Taíno people’s healing rituals and their beliefs about their souls after death. Pané
provides the first known description of the use of the hallucinogen cohoba, and
he recounts the use of idols in ritual ceremonies. The names, functions, and
attributes of native gods; the mythological origin of the aboriginal people’s
attitudes toward sex and gender; and their rich stories of creation are described as
well.
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Accompanying Columbus on his second voyage to the New World in 1494 was a young Spanish friar named
Ramón Pané. The friar’s assignment was to live among the “Indians” whom Columbus had “discovered” on
the island of Hispaniola (today the island shared by Haiti and the Dominican Republic), to learn their
language, and to write a record of their lives and beliefs. While the culture of these indigenous people—who
came to be known as the Taíno—is now extinct, the written record completed by Pané around 1498 has
survived. This volume makes Pané’s landmark Account—the first book written in a European language on
American soil—available in an annotated English edition.

Edited by the noted Hispanist José Juan Arrom, Pané’s report is the only surviving direct source of
information about the myths, ceremonies, and lives of the New World inhabitants whom Columbus first
encountered. The friar’s text contains many linguistic and cultural observations, including descriptions of the
Taíno people’s healing rituals and their beliefs about their souls after death. Pané provides the first known
description of the use of the hallucinogen cohoba, and he recounts the use of idols in ritual ceremonies. The
names, functions, and attributes of native gods; the mythological origin of the aboriginal people’s attitudes
toward sex and gender; and their rich stories of creation are described as well.
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Editorial Review

Review

“[This book] is important for the way in which it anticipates some of the main issues concerning the
production of Latin American literature.”—Roberto González Echevarría, author of Myth and Archive: A
Theory of Latin American Narrative

“[This is a] highly accessible English translation. . . [of] the earliest work dealing exclusively with the
indigenous inhabitants of the New World.”—Patricia Seed, Rice University

From the Back Cover
"[This book] is important for the way in which it anticipates some of the main issues concerning the
production of Latin American literature."--Roberto Gonzalez Echevarria, author of "Myth and Archive: A
Theory of Latin American Narrative"

About the Author

Fray Ramon Pané, a self-described “poor friar of the Order of Saint Jerome,” arrived in Hispaniola with
Christopher Columbus in 1494 where he spent the next two years living with and recording the lives of its
indigenous inhabitants.

José Juan Arrom is Professor Emeritus of Latin American Literature at Yale University and the author of
numerous books, including Imaginación del Nuevo Mundo.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tyrell Gutierrez:

Here thing why this specific An Account of the Antiquities of the Indians: A New Edition, with an
Introductory Study, Notes, and Appendices by José Juan Arrom (Chronicles of the New World Encounter)
are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it really depends in
the content from it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. An Account of the Antiquities of the
Indians: A New Edition, with an Introductory Study, Notes, and Appendices by José Juan Arrom (Chronicles
of the New World Encounter) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any guide
out there but there is no reserve that similar with An Account of the Antiquities of the Indians: A New
Edition, with an Introductory Study, Notes, and Appendices by José Juan Arrom (Chronicles of the New
World Encounter). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing this
happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like
in park your car, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the
imprinted book maybe the form of An Account of the Antiquities of the Indians: A New Edition, with an



Introductory Study, Notes, and Appendices by José Juan Arrom (Chronicles of the New World Encounter) in
e-book can be your choice.

Jeffrey Roybal:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a reserve. The book An Account of the Antiquities of the Indians: A New Edition, with
an Introductory Study, Notes, and Appendices by José Juan Arrom (Chronicles of the New World
Encounter) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the particular
e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but
this book provides high quality.

Raquel Black:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you read a book
you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The An Account
of the Antiquities of the Indians: A New Edition, with an Introductory Study, Notes, and Appendices by José
Juan Arrom (Chronicles of the New World Encounter) will give you a new experience in studying a book.

Ronna Rutledge:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended for your requirements is An Account of the Antiquities of the Indians: A New Edition,
with an Introductory Study, Notes, and Appendices by José Juan Arrom (Chronicles of the New World
Encounter) this publication consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. That book
was represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer make usage of to explain it is
easy to understand. The actual writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book
suitable all of you.
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