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" Richard Drake has skillfully woven together the various strands of the
Appalachian experience into a sweeping whole. Touching upon folk traditions,
health care, the environment, higher education, the role of blacks and women,
and much more, Drake offers a compelling social history of aunique American
region. The Appalachian region, extending from Alabama in the South up to the
Allegheny highlands of Pennsylvania, has historically been characterized by its
largely rural populations, rich natural resources that have fueled industry in other
parts of the country, and the strong and wild, undeveloped land. The rugged
geography of the region allowed Native American societies, especially the
Cherokee, to flourish. Early white settlers tended to favor a self-sufficient
approach to farming, contrary to the land grabbing and plantation building going
on elsewhere in the South. The growth of a market economy and competition
from other agricultural areas of the country sparked an economic decline of the
region's rural population at least as early as 1830. The Civil War and the
sometimes hostile legidation of Reconstruction made life even more difficult for
rural Appalachians. Recent history of the region is marked by the corporate
exploitation of resources. Regiona oil, gas, and coa had attracted some industry
even before the Civil War, but the postwar years saw an immense expansion of
American industry, nearly all of which relied heavily on Appalachian fossil fuels,
particularly coal. What was initialy a boon to the region eventually brought
financial disaster to many mountain people as unsafe working conditions and
strip mining ravaged the land and its inhabitants. A History of Appalachiaalso
examines pockets of urbanization in Appalachia. Chemical, textile, and other
industries have encouraged the development of urban areas. At the sametime,
radio, television, and the internet provide residents direct links to cultures from
al over the world. The author looks at the process of urbanization asit belies
commonly held notions about the region's rural character.
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" Richard Drake has skillfully woven together the various strands of the Appalachian experience into a
sweeping whole. Touching upon folk traditions, health care, the environment, higher education, the role of
blacks and women, and much more, Drake offers a compelling social history of a unique American region.
The Appal achian region, extending from Alabama in the South up to the Allegheny highlands of
Pennsylvania, has historically been characterized by itslargely rural populations, rich natural resources that
have fueled industry in other parts of the country, and the strong and wild, undeveloped land. The rugged
geography of the region allowed Native American societies, especially the Cherokee, to flourish. Early white
settlers tended to favor a self-sufficient approach to farming, contrary to the land grabbing and plantation
building going on elsewhere in the South. The growth of a market economy and competition from other
agricultural areas of the country sparked an economic decline of the region's rural population at least as early
as 1830. The Civil War and the sometimes hostile legidlation of Reconstruction made life even more difficult
for rural Appaachians. Recent history of the region is marked by the corporate exploitation of resources.
Regional ail, gas, and coal had attracted some industry even before the Civil War, but the postwar years saw
an immense expansion of American industry, nearly all of which relied heavily on Appalachian fossil fuels,
particularly coal. What was initially aboon to the region eventually brought financia disaster to many
mountain people as unsafe working conditions and strip mining ravaged the land and its inhabitants. A
History of Appalachia also examines pockets of urbanization in Appalachia. Chemical, textile, and other
industries have encouraged the development of urban areas. At the same time, radio, television, and the
internet provide residents direct links to cultures from all over the world. The author looks at the process of
urbanization asit belies commonly held notions about the region's rural character.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Named a Choice Outstanding Academic Title for 2002."?

About the Author
Richard B. Drake, professor emeritus of history at Berea College, was one of the founding members of the
Appalachian Studies Association.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Mary Grays:

Here thing why this A History of Appalachia are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading a
book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delicious as
food or not. A History of Appalachia giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any
reserve out there but there is no reserve that similar with A History of Appalachia. It gives you thrill
examining journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is
might be can be happened around you. Y ou can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your
approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of
A History of Appalachiain e-book can be your choice.

James Turco:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled A
History of Appalachiayour mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every
aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a
book then become one type conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The A
History of Appalachiagiving you one more experience more than blown away your head but also giving you
useful detailsfor your better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is
your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do
you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Joan Davis:

Areyou kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because al this time you only find publication that need
more time to be go through. A History of Appalachia can be your answer since it can be read by an
individual who have those short spare time problems.



Billy Taylor:

As astudent exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well asto
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or real
their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, waysto reach Chinese's
country. So, this A History of Appalachia can make you feel more interested to read.
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