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Terrence Malick is one of the most important and controversial filmmakers of the
last few decades. Yet his renown does not stem from box office receipts, but
rather from his inimitable cinematic vision that mixes luminous shots of nature,
dreamlike voiceovers, and plots centered on enduring existential questions.
Although scholars have thoroughly examined Malick’s background in
philosophy, they have been slower to respond to his theological concerns.

This volume is the first to focus on the ways in which Malick integrates
theological inquiries and motifs into his films. The book begins with an
exploration of Malick’s career as a filmmaker and shows how his Heideggerian
interests relate to theology. Further essays from established and up-and-coming
scholars analyze seven of Malick’s most prominent films – Badlands (1973),
Days of Heaven (1978), The Thin Red Line (1998), The New World (2005), The
Tree of Life (2011), To the Wonder (2012), and Knight of Cups (2015) – to show
how his cinematic techniques point toward and overlap with principles of
Christian theology. A thorough study of an iconic filmmaker, this book is an
essential resource for students and scholars in the emerging field of religion and
film.
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Terrence Malick is one of the most important and controversial filmmakers of the last few decades. Yet his
renown does not stem from box office receipts, but rather from his inimitable cinematic vision that mixes
luminous shots of nature, dreamlike voiceovers, and plots centered on enduring existential questions.
Although scholars have thoroughly examined Malick’s background in philosophy, they have been slower to
respond to his theological concerns.

This volume is the first to focus on the ways in which Malick integrates theological inquiries and motifs into
his films. The book begins with an exploration of Malick’s career as a filmmaker and shows how his
Heideggerian interests relate to theology. Further essays from established and up-and-coming scholars
analyze seven of Malick’s most prominent films – Badlands (1973), Days of Heaven (1978), The Thin Red
Line (1998), The New World (2005), The Tree of Life (2011), To the Wonder (2012), and Knight of Cups
(2015) – to show how his cinematic techniques point toward and overlap with principles of Christian
theology. A thorough study of an iconic filmmaker, this book is an essential resource for students and
scholars in the emerging field of religion and film.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Christopher B. Barnett is Associate Professor in the Department of Theology & Religious Studies at
Villanova University. He received his Doctor of Philosophy in Theology from the University of Oxford. In
addition to several articles and book chapters, he has published two books: Kierkegaard, Pietism and
Holiness (2011) and From Despair to Faith: The Spirituality of Søren Kierkegaard (2014). His next major
project is Kierkegaard: Discourses and Writings on Spirituality?a volume that will appear in The Classics of
Western Spirituality series, issued by Paulist Press.

Clark J. Elliston is Assistant Professor of Religion and Philosophy at Schreiner University in Kerrville,
Texas. He received his Doctor of Philosophy in Theology from the University of Oxford. His monograph,
Bonhoeffer and the Ethical Self (2016), places Dietrich Bonhoeffer in conversation with Emmanuel Levinas
and Simone Weil.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Bergeron:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Theology and the Films of Terrence Malick
(Routledge Studies in Religion and Film) book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge.
Of course the information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Bess Cook:

This book untitled Theology and the Films of Terrence Malick (Routledge Studies in Religion and Film) to
be one of several books this best seller in this year, this is because when you read this publication you can
get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retailer or you can order it by
means of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book,
since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from
your list.

Willie Briggs:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill your



personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to test look for book, may
be the guide untitled Theology and the Films of Terrence Malick (Routledge Studies in Religion and Film)
can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Carl Johnson:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Theology and the Films of Terrence
Malick (Routledge Studies in Religion and Film), you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still
need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What? Still don't
have it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.
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