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This field-defining collection consolidates and builds momentum in the
burgeoning area of affect studies. The contributors include many of the central
theorists of affect—those visceral forces beneath, alongside, or generally other
than conscious knowing that can serve to drive us toward movement, thought,
and ever-changing forms of relation. As Lauren Berlant explores “cruel
optimism,” Brian Massumi theorizes the affective logic of public threat, and
Elspeth Probyn examines shame, they, along with the other contributors, show
how an awareness of affect is opening up exciting new insights in disciplines
from anthropology, cultural studies, geography, and psychology to philosophy,
queer studies, and sociology. In essays diverse in subject matter, style, and
perspective, the contributors demonstrate how affect theory illuminates the
intertwined realms of the aesthetic, the ethical, and the political as they play out
across bodies (human and non-human) in both mundane and extraordinary ways.
They reveal the broad theoretical possibilities opened by an awareness of affect
as they reflect on topics including ethics, food, public morale, glamor, snark in
the workplace, and mental health regimes. The Affect Theory Reader includes an
interview with the cultural theorist Lawrence Grossberg and an afterword by the
anthropologist Kathleen Stewart. In the introduction, the editors suggest ways of
defining affect, trace the concept’s history, and highlight the role of affect theory
in various areas of study.
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This field-defining collection consolidates and builds momentum in the burgeoning area of affect studies.
The contributors include many of the central theorists of affect—those visceral forces beneath, alongside, or
generally other than conscious knowing that can serve to drive us toward movement, thought, and ever-
changing forms of relation. As Lauren Berlant explores “cruel optimism,” Brian Massumi theorizes the
affective logic of public threat, and Elspeth Probyn examines shame, they, along with the other contributors,
show how an awareness of affect is opening up exciting new insights in disciplines from anthropology,
cultural studies, geography, and psychology to philosophy, queer studies, and sociology. In essays diverse in
subject matter, style, and perspective, the contributors demonstrate how affect theory illuminates the
intertwined realms of the aesthetic, the ethical, and the political as they play out across bodies (human and
non-human) in both mundane and extraordinary ways. They reveal the broad theoretical possibilities opened
by an awareness of affect as they reflect on topics including ethics, food, public morale, glamor, snark in the
workplace, and mental health regimes. The Affect Theory Reader includes an interview with the cultural
theorist Lawrence Grossberg and an afterword by the anthropologist Kathleen Stewart. In the introduction,
the editors suggest ways of defining affect, trace the concept’s history, and highlight the role of affect theory
in various areas of study.
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Editorial Review

Review

“The Affect Theory Reader is . . . a very valuable resource: it presents essays
in conversation in such a way as to provoke further discussion, to hone various definitions and approaches to
affect. Gregg and Seigworth frame the conversations in such a way as to draw out the differences between
approaches, and their substantial introduction serves as an apt survey of current work. . . . Gregg and
Seigworth have assembled an impressive collection of essays and, in their introduction, certainly recognize
the limits and scope of such a project. The work is impressive and will certainly catalyze further
development in affect theory across disciplines.” - Russ Leo, Reviews in Cultural Theory

“As the first definitive collection of essays on affect studies, The Affect Theory Reader demonstrates how the
affective turn in academia has been, and continues to be felt, throughout a variety of disciplines.” - Marcie
Bianco, Elevate Difference

“While a reader of the book might be left less rather than more sure of what precisely constitutes ‘affect
theory’, or even affect itself, s/he is nevertheless very likely to be moved by the range of both thought and
affective styles that make up the volume and constitute what the editors call in the introduction, an
‘inventory of shimmers’ (p11). This incitement to ‘more than discourse’,
the capacity ‘to touch, to move, to mobilise readers’ (p24) is exactly what one would hope for from a reader
of affect theory, and is what the contributions that make up this collection indeed achieve.” - Michael
Goddard, New Formations

“The Affect Theory Reader is unique. It gathers interesting and provocative articles on affect by well-known
theorists and suggestively brings to expression the productive divergence between different philosophical
and psychological positions on the subject.”—Erin Manning, author of Politics of Touch: Sense, Movement,
Sovereignty

“Written by some of the most interesting and important thinkers in the field, the essays in this superb
collection prove how any serious consideration of culture and politics needs to involve serious attention to
affect. The Affect Theory Reader covers remarkable ground: from the ontology of ‘future threat’ in Bush’s
preemptive politics to the management of workplace affects in the information economy; from the biology of
human mimicry to attachments to promises of the ‘good life’ that often cruelly wear out economically
precarious subjects. Thoughtfully curated and genuinely interdisciplinary, with contributors from fields
ranging from media studies to geography, Melissa Gregg’s and Gregory J. Seigworth’s reader will be
indispensable to anyone working in or adjacent to affect theory.”—Sianne Ngai, author of Ugly Feelings

“The Affect Theory Reader is . . . a very valuable resource: it presents essays
in conversation in such a way as to provoke further discussion, to hone various definitions and approaches to
affect. Gregg and Seigworth frame the conversations in such a way as to draw out the differences between
approaches, and their substantial introduction serves as an apt survey of current work. . . . Gregg and



Seigworth have assembled an impressive collection of essays and, in their introduction, certainly recognize
the limits and scope of such a project. The work is impressive and will certainly catalyze further
development in affect theory across disciplines.”
(Russ Leo Reviews in Cultural Theory)

“As the first definitive collection of essays on affect studies, The Affect Theory Reader demonstrates how the
affective turn in academia has been, and continues to be felt, throughout a variety of disciplines.”
(Marcie Bianco Elevate Difference)

“While a reader of the book might be left less rather than more sure of what precisely constitutes ‘affect
theory’, or even affect itself, s/he is nevertheless very likely to be moved by the range of both thought and
affective styles that make up the volume and constitute what the editors call in the introduction, an
‘inventory of shimmers’ (p11). This incitement to ‘more than discourse’,
the capacity ‘to touch, to move, to mobilise readers’ (p24) is exactly what one would hope for from a reader
of affect theory, and is what the contributions that make up this collection indeed achieve.”
(Michael Goddard New Formations)

About the Author

Melissa Gregg works in the Department of Gender and Cultural Studies at the University of Sydney in
Australia. She is the author of Cultural Studies’ Affective Voices.

Gregory J. Seigworth is a professor in communication and theater at Millersville University in Pennsylvania.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jasmine Myers:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book The Affect Theory Reader. You can choose the best
book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important the book The Affect Theory
Reader. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right,
since from book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you can
be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we are able to
open a book as well as searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Margaret Holt:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important usually. The book The Affect Theory Reader seemed to be making you to know about
other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide The
Affect Theory Reader is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to get your friend when you
sense bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship using the
book The Affect Theory Reader. You never truly feel lose out for everything when you read some books.



Laura Crabtree:

Beside that The Affect Theory Reader in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven so don't
be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Affect Theory
Reader because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you occasionally have book
but you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this within
your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from now!

Brett Nash:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. From the book The Affect Theory Reader we can get more advantage. Don't you to definitely be
creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book The Affect Theory
Reader. You can more pleasing than now.
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