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Much has been written about the housing policies of the Depression and the
Postwar period. Much less has been written of the houses built as a result of these
policies, or the lives of the families who lived in them. Using the houses of
Levittown, Long Island, as cultural artifacts, this book examines the relationship
between the government-sponsored, mass-produced housing built after World
War II, the families who lived in it, and the society that fostered it.
Beginning with the basic four-room, slab-based Cape Cods and Ranches,
Levittown homeowners invested time and effort, barter and money in the
expansion and redesign of their houses. The author shows how this gradual
process has altered the socioeconomic nature of the community as well, bringing
Levittown fully into the mainstream of middle-class America.
This book works on several levels. For planners, it offers a reassessment of the
housing policies of the 1940s and '50s, suggesting that important lessons remain
to be learned from the Levittown experience. For historians, it offers new insights
into the nature of the suburbanization process that followed World War II. And
for those who wish to understand the subtle workings of their own domestic
space within their lives, it offers food for speculation.
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Much has been written about the housing policies of the Depression and the Postwar period. Much less has
been written of the houses built as a result of these policies, or the lives of the families who lived in them.
Using the houses of Levittown, Long Island, as cultural artifacts, this book examines the relationship
between the government-sponsored, mass-produced housing built after World War II, the families who lived
in it, and the society that fostered it.
Beginning with the basic four-room, slab-based Cape Cods and Ranches, Levittown homeowners invested
time and effort, barter and money in the expansion and redesign of their houses. The author shows how this
gradual process has altered the socioeconomic nature of the community as well, bringing Levittown fully
into the mainstream of middle-class America.
This book works on several levels. For planners, it offers a reassessment of the housing policies of the 1940s
and '50s, suggesting that important lessons remain to be learned from the Levittown experience. For
historians, it offers new insights into the nature of the suburbanization process that followed World War II.
And for those who wish to understand the subtle workings of their own domestic space within their lives, it
offers food for speculation.
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Editorial Review

Review
Urban/suburban historians have been insufficiently attentive to the physical environment as a source of
historical evidence. Architectural historians have been interested primarily in the initial design of buildings,
in ferreting out the designer s sources and intentions. Kelly joins a growing number of specialists in
vernacular architectural history and material culture studies who are interested in understanding the
meanings of buildings by looking at their use(s) and change(s) as well as their initial designs. Mary Corbin
Sies, University of Maryland
Ms. Kelly has written a book that will be used both in courses concerned with suburbanization and those
engaged with the continuous process of environmental design and redesign. One of the greatest delights of
the book is the way she connects familiar artifacts and processes drying clothes, redoing a kitchen, adding a
room, growing older to the design of communities and the politics of gender and class. Seymour J.
Mandelbaum, University of Pennsylvania"

"Urban/suburban historians have been insufficiently attentive to the physical environment as a source of
historical evidence. Architectural historians have been interested primarily in the initial design of buildings,
in ferreting out the designer's sources and intentions. Kelly joins a growing number of specialists in
vernacular architectural history and material culture studies who are interested in understanding the
meanings of buildings by looking at their use(s) and change(s) as well as their initial designs."-- Mary Corbin
Sies, University of Maryland
"Ms. Kelly has written a book that will be used both in courses concerned with suburbanization and those
engaged with the continuous process of environmental design and redesign. One of the greatest delights of
the book is the way she connects familiar artifacts and processes -- drying clothes, redoing a kitchen, adding
a room, growing older -- to the design of communities and the politics of gender and class." -- Seymour J.
Mandelbaum, University of Pennsylvania

About the Author

Barbara M. Kelly is Assistant Professor and Curator of the Long Island Studies Institute at Hofstra
University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bruce Jones:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you should have this Expanding the American Dream (Suny Series in the New Cultural
History): Building and Rebuilding Levittown.



Lucinda Brown:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. For you
who want to start reading a book, we give you this Expanding the American Dream (Suny Series in the New
Cultural History): Building and Rebuilding Levittown book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because
this book is usually more than just a book.

Rebecca Kendrick:

The guide with title Expanding the American Dream (Suny Series in the New Cultural History): Building
and Rebuilding Levittown posesses a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain
after read this book. That book exist new information the information that exist in this e-book represented the
condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book
will bring you within new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can
read this anywhere you want.

Irene Wang:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are
more important than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What
you should do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One
of the books in the top record in your reading list is Expanding the American Dream (Suny Series in the New
Cultural History): Building and Rebuilding Levittown. This book which is qualified as The Hungry
Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking way up and review this e-book you can
get many advantages.
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