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Demonstrates how a building's setting should inform and inspire rather than
constrain architectural design

Context-Architecture and the Genius of Place is a highly engaging, informative
discussion of context in architectural theory and practice. Eric Parry, one of the
UK's most highly regarded architects — whose work has been widely lauded for
its innovative response to its setting — addresses the contemporary definition of
context and its importance for sustainable everyday living and urban design.
Looking beyond the formal agenda to explore the fundamentals that give new
social and cultural perspective to this vital point of departure for designers, this
book turns the urban statistician's telescopic focus on global trends inside out for
a better understanding of the cultural and physical conditions that make
archetypes like the Parisian Café, the London High Street, the Baltic City Square,
and the Mumbai Market part of the architect's lexicon. From pavement to
landscape, readers will examine how context must be taken into account at every
stage in the design process.

This book draws on the author's extensive experience within complex urban
settings to show how the existing fabric and social conditions can provide an
essential starting point for new design, offering a framework for thinking about
design responses and their relationship to cultural origins of place.

Discover the importance of orientation●

Develop a sequential understanding of urban space●

Hear the dialogue between parts within a whole●

Differentiate the uses of formal and informal●

Whereas existing urban settings, particularly historic city centers, are generally
regarded as limiting to architectural creativity, this book presents context as
grounds for inspiration rather than constraint. When used correctly, these
techniques create the feeling that a new building has always been there, simply
because it "fits". Context explains the methods behind brilliant architecture,
helping designers create buildings that not only belong, but can provide a catalyst
to urban life.
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Context-Architecture and the Genius of Place is a highly engaging, informative discussion of context in
architectural theory and practice. Eric Parry, one of the UK's most highly regarded architects — whose work
has been widely lauded for its innovative response to its setting — addresses the contemporary definition of
context and its importance for sustainable everyday living and urban design. Looking beyond the formal
agenda to explore the fundamentals that give new social and cultural perspective to this vital point of
departure for designers, this book turns the urban statistician's telescopic focus on global trends inside out for
a better understanding of the cultural and physical conditions that make archetypes like the Parisian Café, the
London High Street, the Baltic City Square, and the Mumbai Market part of the architect's lexicon. From
pavement to landscape, readers will examine how context must be taken into account at every stage in the
design process.

This book draws on the author's extensive experience within complex urban settings to show how the
existing fabric and social conditions can provide an essential starting point for new design, offering a
framework for thinking about design responses and their relationship to cultural origins of place.
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Whereas existing urban settings, particularly historic city centers, are generally regarded as limiting to
architectural creativity, this book presents context as grounds for inspiration rather than constraint. When
used correctly, these techniques create the feeling that a new building has always been there, simply because
it "fits". Context explains the methods behind brilliant architecture, helping designers create buildings that
not only belong, but can provide a catalyst to urban life.
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Editorial Review

Review

“..a handy on-site reference” (Building Engineer, June 2015)

“Parry’s enthusiasm for his subject gives the book an optimistic tone, and thus makes it quite an
inspirational read for those interested in architecture” (futurecities.org.uk, August 2015)

From the Back Cover

How can a building's setting inform and inspire rather than limit architectural design? This book responds
with a highly engaging, informative discussion of context in architectural theory and practice. Eric Parry, one
of the UK's most respected architects – whose work has been widely lauded for its innovative response to its
setting – addresses the contemporary definition of context and its importance for sustainable everyday living
and urban design. Looking beyond the formal agenda to explore the fundamentals that give new social and
cultural perspective to this vital point of departure for designers, this book turns the urban statistician's
telescopic focus on global trends inside-out; in so doing, it provides valuable insights into the cultural and
physical conditions that make archetypes like the Parisian café, the London high street, the Baltic city square
and the Mumbai market part of the architect's lexicon. From the ground up – from the pavements beneath our
feet through to the horizon beyond and above us and the wider landscape – context is explored at every level
in all its manifestations.

This book draws on the author's extensive experience within complex urban settings to show how the
existing fabric and social conditions can provide an essential starting point for design, offering a framework
for thinking about the relationship between architectural design and the cultural origins of place. Whereas
existing city centres, particularly historic ones, are generally regarded as limiting to architectural creativity,
context here is demonstrated to be a source of inspiration that can act as a significant catalyst for the
revitalisation of urban areas internationally.

About the Author

Eric Parry leads one of London's most eminent practices, Eric Parry Architects, which is renowned for
delivering beautifully crafted and well-considered buildings. He is a Royal Academician (RA) and is on the
Royal Academy Architecture Committee. He is also on the Mayor's Design Advisory Panel. In addition to
his work in architectural practice, Eric has held a number of distinguished positions, including President of
the Architectural Association. He has in the past served on the Arts Council of England's Visual Arts and
Architecture panel and chaired the RIBA Awards Group. His contribution to academia includes a number of
years as Lecturer in Architecture at the University of Cambridge and lectureships at the Graduate Design
School, Harvard University and the Tokyo Institute of Technology. Eric speaks at conferences worldwide
and lectures internationally.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Hester:

The book with title Context: Architecture and the Genius of Place (Architectural Design Primer) includes a
lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new
information the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
with new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the
idea anywhere you want.

Robert Lindsey:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Context: Architecture and the Genius of
Place (Architectural Design Primer) reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make
book which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation
Context: Architecture and the Genius of Place (Architectural Design Primer) as good book not only by the
cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still
needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Ann Fortune:

This Context: Architecture and the Genius of Place (Architectural Design Primer) is great publication for you
because the content that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and possess to make
decision every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we
can declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in
it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having Context: Architecture and the Genius of Place (Architectural Design Primer) in
your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that
offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do that. So , this can be good reading
book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

Jennifer Klein:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is referred to as of book
Context: Architecture and the Genius of Place (Architectural Design Primer). You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier to
read. It is most important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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