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Little known outside his native Australia, David Stove was one of the most
illuminating and brilliant philosophical essayists of the postwar era. A fearless at-
tacker of intellectual and cultural orthodoxies, Stove left powerful critiques of
scientific irrationalism, Darwinian theories of human behavior, and philosophical
idealism. He was also an occasional essayist of considerable charm and
polemical snap. Stove's writing is both rigorous and immensely readable. It is, in
the words of Roger Kimball, "an invigorating blend of analytic lucidity, mordant
humor, and an amount of common sense too great to be called 'common.'"
Against the Idols of the Age brings together a representative selection of Stove's
writing and is an ideal introduction to his work.

The book opens with some of Stove's most important attacks on irrationalism in
the philosophy of science. He exposes the roots of this fashionable attitude,
tracing it through writers like Paul Feyerabend andThomas Kuhn to Karl Popper.
Stove was a born controversialist, so it is not surprising that when he turned his
attention to contemporary affairs he said things that are politically incorrect. The
topical essays that make up the second part of the book show Stove at his most
withering and combative. Whether the subject is race, feminism, the
Enlightenment, or the demand for "non-coercive philosophy," Stove is on the
mark with a battery of impressive arguments expressed in sharp, uncompromis-
ing prose. Against the Idols of the Age concludes with a generous sampling of his
blistering attacks on Darwinism.

David Stove's writings are an undiscovered treasure. Although readers may dis-
agree with some of his opinions, they will find it difficult to dismiss his razor-
sharp arguments. Against the Idols of the Age is the first book to make the full
range of this important thinker available to the general reader.
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The book opens with some of Stove's most important attacks on irrationalism in the philosophy of science.
He exposes the roots of this fashionable attitude, tracing it through writers like Paul Feyerabend andThomas
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From reader reviews:

Annie Hendricks:

Here thing why this particular Against the Idols of the Age are different and reliable to be yours. First of all
reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is as scrumptious as
food or not. Against the Idols of the Age giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any
publication out there but there is no e-book that similar with Against the Idols of the Age. It gives you thrill
examining journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is maybe
can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method
home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of
Against the Idols of the Age in e-book can be your option.

Thomas Rasmussen:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Against the Idols of the Age book is readable by you who hate the
straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without
leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer regarding Against the Idols of the
Age content conveys prospect easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not
different in the articles but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Against the Idols of the Age
is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Todd Voss:

The particular book Against the Idols of the Age will bring someone to the new experience of reading a
book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book you just read,
this book very ideal to you. The book Against the Idols of the Age is much recommended to you you just
read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Dawn Nelson:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Against the Idols of the Age to
make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is developing when you like
reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation about book
and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and read it. Beside that the
e-book Against the Idols of the Age can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with



the information must you're doing of that time.
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